The relationship between the absolute granulocyte count, platelet count and total leukocyte count in cancer chemotherapy patients.
A cohort of 383 patients with a variety of malignancies receiving various chemotherapy programs was analyzed to determine the relationship between the absolute granulocyte count (AGC) and the total leukocyte count (TLC). Specific groups, who were elderly, had proven bone marrow involvement, or were receiving significant doses of prednisone, were studied. The relationship between the TLC and thrombocytopenia was also examined. Results revealed that in all groups there was a correlation between the TLC and the AGC with correlation coefficients ranging from 0.82 to 0.88. Both life-threatening thrombocytopenia and granulocytopenia were rare, providing and TLC was greater than 3.0 x 10(9)/L.